ASAC Membership – ESO appointments
At its meeting on June 12, the European Science Advisory Committee (ESAC) nominated the 5 members to serve on the ALMA Science Advisory Committee (ASAC).
The Bilateral Agreement states that ASAC appointments are for 3 years. Because 4 of the 5 nominees have already served on ASAC, a modified rotation scheme is needed to prevent almost the entire European ASAC rotating off in 3 years time.  Taking into account that 4 of the 5 nominees also attended the spring 2003 ASAC meeting, the following appointment periods are proposed:
	Appointee
	Affiliation
	Appointment ends

	Pierre Cox           
	IAS, Paris
	December 2004

	John Richer          
	MRAO, Cambridge
	December 2005

	Peter Schilke        
	MPIfR, Bonn
	December 2005

	Leonardo Testi       
	Arcetri, Florence
	June 2006

	Ewine van Dishoeck   
	Leiden
	December 2004


Since ESAC appointments are nominally for 2 years but extendable, the appointments to ESAC of 3 yr ASAC members will have to be extended at the end of their current term.
The European ALMA Board is invited to recommend that Council approve these nominations.  The next ASAC meeting is on September 5-6. 
The ESAC has adopted the attached Terms of Reference.  The EAB is invited to recommend that Council approve these Terms of Reference.
Please respond by 18 July.  No response will be taken as agreement.  

 ESAC Terms of Reference

1. The European Science Advisory Committee for ALMA (ESAC) was established by Council 17-18 December 2002 on the advice of the European ALMA Board (EAB) at its meeting on 11 November 2002.  The EAB recommended that every member state plus Spain should be represented on ESAC. 

2. Members shall be appointed by the ESO Director General, following current practice on membership of the STC. 

3. The chair of ESAC shall be appointed by the Director General.  Liaison with STC shall be assured by a cross-member. Members shall be appointed for 2 years but appointments may be extended.

4. The European ALMA Project Scientist (EAPS) will organise ESAC meetings in conjunction with the ESAC chair.  Formally, the EAPS is not a member of ESAC but will participate as of right in the meetings.  The EAPS does not have a vote and is not required to participate in consensus decisions of ESAC.

5. ESAC shall:

· Prepare advice to Council through the EAB and the Director General on all scientific matters relevant to European participation in ALMA;

· Prepare European input on issues to be discussed at the ALMA Science Advisory Committee (ASAC), and report to EAB on ASAC discussions through the chair of ESAC;

· Ensure that the European community is kept informed of developments in ALMA science, and that the community has the opportunity to raise issues for discussion at ESAC and ASAC;

· Nominate the 5 European members of ASAC to EAB and then to Council.

· Provide a formal written summary report on its deliberations to each meeting of the EAB;

· Carry out such other tasks as may be requested by the Director General.

6. ESAC shall meet not less than 2 times per year.

7. ESAC shall agree its own Rules of Procedure, and shall seek to reach conclusions by consensus.  Where dissenting opinions are expressed to written recommendations in reports, they must be clearly indicated.

